Converting (Exporting) .ai graphics to .png or .jpg

If you are going to use your Illustrator graphic in a book, a web page, an eBook, or a

PDF file, I suggest you convert (export) the ai file to either a .png or a .jpg.

. If the ai file includes a photograph or an imported .jpg, change the ai file to a
Jpg file.

» Iftheai file is a drawing you made in Illustrator, change the ai file to a .png
file.

NOTE Both .png and jpg files are bitmap files, so you need to set the ai file to just the size
you want to use in your book.

Bitmap files do not look good if you change their size, especially if you try to make
them larger. So set the size first, while the graphic is still an .ai file (vector file).

Later, if you need the graphic at a different size, go back to the source .ai file in
Illustrator, change the size again, and export again.

Follow the instructions below to set the size and convert (export) the Illustrator .ai
file.

Setting the size of the lllustrator graphic

Set the size of the graphic in the Al file to exactly the size you want to use in your
book.
1. Set up your ruler so you can see what size your drawing is:

a. From the Edit menu, select Preferences > Units...

vile G| Object Type Select Effect View Window Welp | B0 [HE -
men dndo Move Ctr+Z - T T
LI
...................
£f
«| 1 Paste Ctrl+v
j‘ - Pastein Front Cirl+F
,: .. Pastein Back Ctri+B
v [ Pastein Place Shift+Ctrl+v/

,‘ Paste on All Artboards  Alt+Shift+Crl+V

: Find and Replace...

Chedk Spelling... Crl+1
L[ 1 Edit Custom Dictionary...
ol ]

LI Edit Colors

| Transparency Flattener Presets... L=
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b. Set the General and Stroke drop-down menus to the unit you like (leave the
Type at Points.)
I’m in America, so | am familiar with using Inches.

Preferences

Units -

General: | Inches -
Stroke: | Inches
Previaus
e [Fores [ Erevious ]
s Type:

Identify Objects By: (&) Ohject Marne O L 1D

c. Click OK.

2. Look at your graphic and check the ruler to see what size the graphic is now,
and decide what size you want to change it to.

In my case, my graphic is now about 8 inches wide.

I want the graphic to be 4 inches wide in my book, so I will change the graphic
to half the size it is now.

(Graphics you draw in Illustrator (.ai) are vector graphics, made of lines, so
you can change their size and they still look nice.

3. Onyour keyboard, press Ctrl a to select all of your graphic.
4.  From the Object menu, select Transform > Scale.

[Object] Type Select Effect View Window  Halp -

Transform Again Ctrl+D
+

1__Amnge Move... Shift+Crl +M

. Group anl+G Rotate...

Ungroup  Shift+Ctri+G Reflect...
Lok ]

Shear...
Hide Transform Each...  Alt+Shift+Cirl+D

Reset Bounding Box
Expand... cl

5. Inthe Scale dialog box, in the Uniform filed I select Scale 50 to make it half

e
Scale: | 50 %
O Non-Uniform &)
Horiontat| 200 %
Cereview
Vertical: | 200 % -

Options
Scale Strokes & Effects

6. Inthe Options field I check Scale Strokes and Effects, then click OK.
(You may need to move the graphic back to the art board.)

Now my graphic is the size | want for my book, and | am ready to change it to a
.png graphic file.
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Exporting the ai. graphic as a .png or a .jpg
Once your graphic is the size you will use it, you are ready to export.

1.  From the File menu, select Export.

L [l Edit Object Type Select Effect WView Window He

oy Mew... Crl+N
L MNew from Template... Shift+Ctrl+N

Open... Qrl+0
k| Open Recent Flles *
¥ Browse in Bridge... Alt+Ctrl+0

",
Iy Share My Screen...

& . Device Central...

& Close Curl+w
DE save arl+5
L save bs... Shift+Ctrl+5

Dl saveacopy... Al Clrl 45
Ll d Save as Template...

£, Save for Web & Devices...  Alt+5Shift+Crl+5
B save Selected Slices...

0. Revert F12
Place...

|1 Save for Microsoft Office....

-

a9 Sripts L3
Document Setup... Alt+Cirl +P
Document Color Mode L
File Info... Alt+Shift+Clri+1
Print.... Crl+P
Exit il

2. Inthe Export dialog box, from the Save As Type drop-down menu, select
either PNG (*.png) or JPEG (*.jpg).
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If Then

You select In the PNG Options, select:
PNG » High if you are making a book or PDF
» Screen if you are making a web page

PNG Options

Resalution

O Screen (72 ppi)
© Medium (150 ppi)

(3)High (300 ppi)
O Other:

(110 e

Eackground
Calor: [white v

Preview:
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[ interlaced

Then click OK.
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If

Then

You select JPG

In the JPEG Options, select:

Image field

* High if you are making a book or PDF
* Medium if you are making a web page

Color Model field

» CMYK if you are making a book or PDF

* RGB if you are making a web page

PNG Options

R ;
esolution -
O Screen (72 ppi) _
© Medium (150 ppi)
() High (300 ppi)
O Other:
L0 e
Eackground
Calor: [white v
Preview:
'!-. --. |. |‘ |-|'
R e
i
EEETE B T pe Cptimized (Hinted) 7]
[ interlaced

Resolution field

» Custom; 221 if you are making a book or PDF

» Screen if you are making a web page

3. Click OK.

4. Your graphic is converted and exported.
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